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Campaign Works to Enroll Nearly 1,600 Uninsured 
Kids in MIChild, Increases Applications 20% 

 
Statewide Campaign Focuses Efforts during Back-to-School Season 

 
LANSING, Mich. — Enroll Michigan’s 2011 back-to-school campaign resulted in 1,585 
Michigan children and teens gaining access to health insurance through the MIChild and Healthy 
Kids programs.  
 
A coalition of Michigan hospitals, urban school districts and community health centers ran the 
Enroll Michigan back-to-school campaign between mid-August and mid-October to enroll 
eligible children in the state’s low-cost and free health insurance programs.  
 
The campaign was responsible for encouraging nearly 9 percent of MIChild enrollments in 
August (351 children) and more than 20 percent of enrollments in September (716 children) in 
addition to the 518 children enrolled directly by the Michigan Primary Care Association during 
the campaign period. While the effort also focused on boosting Healthy Kids enrollment, 
conclusive data for that program are not yet available. 
 
Between July and August, the number of applications for the MIChild and Healthy Kids 
programs increased 20 percent overall statewide. That increase was largely sustained throughout 
September (6,951 Internet and paper applications in July, 8,740 in August, 8,663 in September). 
 
The Enroll Michigan effort was launched statewide in March to raise public awareness of the 
programs, and featured participants collaborating to distribute tens of thousands of flyers, display 
posters, develop a dedicated website following and more. The 12-week fall campaign targeted 
geographic areas with the highest estimated numbers of uninsured children.  
 
The campaign included local enrollment personnel called community navigators in school 
buildings and hospitals in targeted areas, a simplified enrollment process for children and their 
families, and eight weeks of TV, radio, transit and billboard advertising. 
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