Thousands of Jackson-area kids learn good oral health at Center for Family Health
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Ten-year-old Jenny Majchrowski of Jackson had a smile on her face after she left the dentist's chair Friday.

After her teeth cleaning, she learned her teeth were in good shape.

"It's my first time having no cavities," Jenny said at the Center For Family Health's dental clinic, 817 W. High St.

Jenny is one of thousands of Jackson County children who have learned the importance of good oral health through outreach efforts by the Center For Family Health. 

"If we get children the access (to dental care) that they need, we can prevent some unpleasant experiences down the road," said Dr. Jane Grover, the center's dental director. 

Friday morning was the clinic's Give Kids A Smile Day event, part of a national effort to provide free dental care to children ages 6 months to 6 years. Although no children showed up for the morning event, the clinic has been stressing good oral hygiene through its mobile dentist program and its Northeast Health Center. 

The program has served more than 1,600 children since February 2007.

"For every dollar you spend in prevention, you have $4 in treatment," Grover said. "Prevention is still a message we can plant like a seed and watch it grow."

The Northeast Health Center, which opened  at 1024 Fleming Ave. in 2005, has a full-time hygienist and dentist and sees 50 to 60 patients a week.

About 16,800 Jackson County children receive Medicaid benefits, according to the Michigan Department of Community Health, but the clinic sees only about 35 percent of them. 

"We know that we're not seeing a large portion of children in need," Grover said. "That population is important to us."

Jenny's mother, Rita Majchrowski, said the clinic has been helpful. "It's really hard to get a dentist for the kids," she said. "A lot of them don't take Medicaid."
