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Michigan Primary Care Association Launches 2010 Legislative Priorities Aimed 

at Protecting the Health of Michigan’s Medically Underserved Residents
Michigan Primary Care Association (MPCA), the voice for Community Health Centers across the state, held its annual Legislative Forum on February 2, 2010, to educate state legislators about the comprehensive primary and preventive care they provide to nearly 600,000 state residents.  
“For over 30 years, Michigan Community Health Centers have been delivering comprehensive primary care to the medically underserved communities of our state,” said Kim Sibilsky, Executive Director, MPCA.  “These organizations are on the front lines of health care serving the most vulnerable populations in rural and inner city communities.  Nearly 33% of Health Center patients are uninsured; 70% have family incomes at or below poverty level; and nearly 45% receive public insurance benefits.”

In order to continue the mission of promoting, supporting, and developing comprehensive, accessible, and affordable community-based health care services for everyone in Michigan, Michigan Primary Care Association has outlined five legislative priorities it would like to partner with the State of Michigan in achieving during 2010:

Modernizing Michigan’s Outdate Revenue Structure:  For over a decade Michigan has attempted to cut its way out of budget deficits and has implemented one-time, short-term fixes as ‘solutions’ to a growing structural fiscal crisis.  MPCA, along with its partner organizations in the coalition to secure “A Better Future for Michigan” supports efforts to generate more revenue for this state.  Continuing to take a cut-only approach to address the budget deficit is short sighted and compromises the future outlook for our state for many years to come.

Developing Michigan’s Health Care Workforce:  Numerous reports forecast a critical shortage of Michigan’s health care workforce in the near future.  The state’s medically 
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underserved communities are most affected by health care provider shortages.  MPCA recommends creating and preserving incentives for providers to work in underserved communities, and developing systems to assure health professional training is provided in the areas and settings of highest need.

Maintaining the Integrity of Medicaid:  Due to Michigan’s continuing economic crisis, the integrity of Medicaid is in jeopardy.  It is imperative that the safety net program currently providing the majority of funding for health care services to the state’s low-income residents not be compromised through cuts to eligibility, rates, or services.  Steps must be taken to protect Medicaid benefits and eligibility and ensure that reimbursement rates are adequate to maintain a sufficient number of providers willing to provide Medicaid services.

Reinstating Michigan’s Medicaid Adult Dental Benefit:  Have you ever heard the expression “the eyes are the window to the soul”?  Well, the mouth is the window to the body’s overall health.  MPCA recognizes that good oral health is vital to maintaining strong overall health.  Michigan must reinstate oral health services for Medicaid adults.  The impact on health and the cost to the health care system is too significant to ignore.

Providing Health Coverage for All of Michigan’s Low-Income Residents:  Over 1 million Michigan residents lack health insurance.  Public policymakers must address this need by making health coverage affordable and available to all Michigan residents and that includes a subsidy for low-income individuals.  MPCA proposes that the State provide primary care coverage for the uninsured using the existing county health plan structure.
About Michigan Primary Care Association 

Michigan Primary Care Association has been the voice for Community Health Centers and other community-based providers in Michigan since 1980.  It is a leader in building a healthy society in which all residents have convenient and affordable access to quality health care.  MPCA’s mission is to promote, support, and develop comprehensive, accessible, and affordable quality community-based primary care services to everyone in Michigan.  For more information, please visit www.mpca.net or call 517.381.8000.
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